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Hence, to whisper to them in the night, and only
talk in vision and appearance, is the kindest thing
the Devil can do to them, as well as the wisest way
for himself; for was he ever to appear, I say, in his
own clothes, none of his friends would ever come
to receive his second visit. Now his coming in the
night, or in. dream, as is hinted in the story of the
magician above, is certainly needful; for as in a
dream the voice without the vision is sufficient, so
if a shape is represented to the imagination in the
sleep, it sooner wears off, and the impressions are
sooner razed out of the mind, than if the apparition
was visible with open eyes, and in the light of the
day; there is a great deal of difference between
what we really see, and what we only dream we did
see.

We have indeed some of Balaam's dreamers, that
is to say, who dream with their eyes open; indeed
some of them may be said to be always in a dream,
they are scarce anything but apparition themselves;
their whole lives are a kind of moral delusion; and
as they live in a dream, so we must dream too, to
make anything of them, for they never are what
they seem to be, or seem to be what they are. But
as I may perhaps endeavour to discover those peo-
ple to the world, a little plainer than I can discover
them to themselves, I say no more of them in this
place, leaving the Devil and them to act in concert
awhile, that they may illustrate, and be foils to one
another.

It is true that by this way of dealing in dreams,
the Devil has infinite advantage for the making
conjurers, that is to say, magicians and southsayers,
in the world: whether that sort of people have been
of any use to him for the propagating his interest
in the world, is a question by itself.

That the Devil took this method for the first
establishing himself in the world, and as I called it.